By the Queene. EF 5 


===) YE Nueenes Maiettie, hearing credibly by report, that in ſome partes ot her Realm. 
— 1 ; Her people and lubiectes are, and ol late haue ben vexed and moleſted, by certaynelewde | 
88 | perſons, vnder pꝛetence ofexecuting of Commiſſions fo2 inquiries tobe made fozlands 
AN vl concealed, who do by colour thereof, # without warrant of Commiſſion, contrary to al 
right, and namely contrary to her Maieſties meaning and intent intermeddle and cha- 
Al py, lenge (as it is repozted) landes of long time poſſeſſed by Churche wardens, and ſuche 
hie, vpon the charitable gyftes of their pꝛedeceſſours, to the common benekite ot᷑ the pa- - 
„re. yea and certapne ſtockes of money, plate, cattaple, oz ſuche lyke: and let not alto to 
—— >>> mae pꝛetence to the belles, leade, and other ſuche lyke thinges belongyng to parithe 
— o C — vled koꝛ common p2ayers : and further to attempt to make titles to the landes, polſeſſions, plates 
and goodes, belonging to Holpitales, and ſuche like houles, vſed foz maintenance ol pooꝛe people, with many luche o⸗ 
ther vnleful attemptes and extoꝛtions,to a pernitious example, vt the ſame ſhould be further vſed and ſuffered by colour 
hereof . Foꝛ this purpoſe, her Maieſtie meanyng ſpeedyly to withſtande this manner ok extoꝛtions, and vnleful pꝛacti⸗ 
es. and troubles of yer ſubiectes, and doubting that the lyke is, oꝛ may be vſed in other places of the Realme, though 
reſently complaint be not thereofmade, hath lately commaunded, that al Commiſſions, whiche areertant,and not de⸗ 
termined, fo2 inquiſition of any manner of concealementes, ſhould be by ſuperſedeas out ofher Court of Exchequer re⸗ 
uoked. And yet becauſe the kraudes cf ollendours in ſuche caſes doo ſo abounde,as it may be, that they whiche haue al- 
ready begunne, by colour of commiſſions to vſe ſuche extoꝛtions and vexations fo2 gayne, wyl them ſelues conceale the 
reuocation of their Commiſſions, beyng but by pꝛoceſſe of ſuperſedeas ; Therefoze her Maieſtie (to nottffe this her gra⸗ 
tious diſpoſition moze publique to her ſubiectes, and to pꝛocure due puniſhment of the offenders, with reſtitution of 
thinges wꝛongfully taken) geueth to vnderſtande by thele pꝛeſentes, that al manner of Commiſſions nowe extant, that 
haue paſſed from any her Courtes.to enquire oł any landes, tenementes, and hereditamentes, oz of any goodes oꝛ cha. 
tels concealed, oꝛ ſuppoſed to be concealsd befoze the date hercof, ſhalceaſſe, and not continue: and that no Commiſſioner 
(hal, by vertue of any ſuche Commiſſion, charge any perſon to enquire further of the contentes of any ſuche Commiſli⸗ 
on. And yf any manner of perſon ſhal haue tul cauſe to co nplaine of any other, koꝛ any manner of extoztion, oz mil- 
nage by colour of ſuche Commillioa, the ſame (hal and may exhibite their complaint to the Julttces of alfſe, now this 
gert circuite, oꝛ to any other two oz thꝛee of the Juſtices of peace in the ſhyꝛe, whom her Pateftie chargeth to cauſe < 
thetrueth of the complaint to be examined, and the aſtendours tobe ſeuerely and ſpeedyly puniſhed, and to make due 
large reſtitution. Oz t the caſes of the extoztion ſhalbe great, oꝛ that the offendours can not be founde within the 
countie: then that certificat be made thereof by the ſayde Juſtices of alliſe, oz the peace, eyther to her Paiefties pꝛiuie 
counſel, oz to the Loꝛd Reper of the great Seale, to be further tried a puniſhed in the Starre chamber, loꝛ a further ex⸗ 
ample. And although her Maieſtie moſt gratiouſly in this ſoꝛt meaneth to reĩeeue her ſubiects from wꝛonges a vexati. 
ons, pet therewith her Maieſtie geueth them al to vnderſtande, that the intendeth not to fozbeare by ſomme better oꝛ⸗ 
dinary meanes, and by perſons of knowen honeſtie and wildome, to enquire or ſuche landes, and other thynges, ag 
duely and juſtly do belong to her Crowne, and are withdꝛawen and concealed, and to the whiche by the lawes ol her 
£ ume her Maieſtie is tultly intituled: wherein ſuche care ſhalbe had, as hereafter no commiſſion fhalbe graunted, 
it to ſuch perſons as ſhalbe reputed ofſuch truſt a honeſtie, as ſhal by no meanes geue caule to oſtende any, but ſuche 
Ws of mere wrong wyl kepe and deteyne thynges belonging by oꝛder oflawe tothe Crowne, to whiche her Maieſtie 
: ubteth not, but al good honelt ſubiectes do beare that duetie and reuerence, as they wyl ycelde theyz ſeruice to the 
mayneenaunce thereof, as by the lawe of God they are bounde (befpdes theyꝛ earthly duetie) to her Maieſtie. 
and finally, her Mateſtie woulde haue her Juſtices of aſſiſe to haue ſome ſpecial care, not only to the pꝛemiſſes in this 
hey: Seſſions, but alſo to the refourmyng of certapne couetous and iniurious attemptes, of diuers that haue ot late 
me by other colour then koꝛ her Patefties vſe.caken away the Lead of Churches and Chappels, yea and the Belles 
Wo out of Steeples, and other common goodes belongyng to Parithez, an example not to be ſuffered vnpuni⸗ 
ed, no2 vnrefourmed. Ind ſo her Maieſtie eftſones chargeth her Juſtices of aſſiſe to pꝛouide ſeuere remedie, both foz 
unithr nent and refourmation thereof. 
— at herhyghneſle pallace at eſtmintter, the thirteenth day ol Febzuary, in the kourteenth yere of her Mais 
us raigne. 


God ſaue the Queene. 
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